Islam – Part II
Introduction:

To the Muslim mind, Muhammad is the most important person in all of history.  Islam is centered upon his life and he is pivotal in understanding the origin and development of this world religion.  But there is no non-Muslim biography of Muhammad still in existence.

Body:

The Life of Muhammad
AD 570 – Muhammad was born in the town of Mecca in western       Saudi-Arabia.

· His father died before he was born and his mother, Amina died when he was six.

· He was raised by his grandfather, then his uncle.

· His family’s tribe was guardian of Kaabah (meaning cube).  It is a cube-shaped shrine in Mecca that Muslims believe was built by Abraham and Ishmael.  They believe an angel brought a black stone that had fallen from heaven in the time of Adam to Abraham and told him to make a pilgrimage to Mecca.  Abraham placed this stone in the building’s eastern corner.  This shrine figures prominently in Muhammad’s life.  

· As a young boy, he travelled in caravans with his uncle all over Syria and came in contact with Jews and Christians.

AD 595 – Muhammad married a wealthy widow, Khadija, who was fifteen years older and she became very devoted.  She bore him six children.
AD 610 – At age 40 he claimed to receive the first revelations from the angel Gabriel.  This took place on top of Mt. Hira, a place where he went to a cave often to meditate during Ramadan, one month a year.  He was appointed by Allah to reveal his word.  Even though he was illiterate, he recited while others wrote.

AD 612 – 616  – Muhammad began teaching; but there were few converts.  Jews and Christians didn’t believe his revelations.  The first three years, Islam was accepted by only forty people, one of which was his wife.  Muslims began to be persecuted.  A ban on marrying or trading with Muslims lasted from AD 616 – 618.  His wife and uncle both died shortly after the ban was lifted.
AD 621 – Allegedly Gabriel took Muhammad on a white winged horse, Buraq, to Jerusalem and back in one night.  He took him to what is today called the Dome of the Rock and he met Abraham, Moses, Jesus, and others.  Also Muhammad was taken to heaven to see the signs of God.  He received the command that Muslims are to pray fifty times a day.  This was reduced to five times due to interventions by Moses.

AD 622 – 624 – Muhammad and seventy families fled to Median, two hundred fifty miles north.  The reason for this was that there was a plot to kill him and he was warned by Gabriel to leave.  This was called the “Night of Migration.”  It marked the beginning of the Muslim era.  During this time he told his followers to start praying toward Mecca.  They also began raiding caravans and stealing from them to support their families.
AD 625 – 627 – Two battles took place between Muslims and other groups.  In one battle seven hundred Jewish men were taken captive and beheaded.

AD 630 – Muhammad took the city of Mecca as hundreds pledge allegiance to him.

AD 632 – Muhammad died at the age of 62.

Conclusion:

Unlike Jesus Christ, Muhammad’s body still lies in the grave.            (John 20:24)
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